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Che Hnthor’s HAddress

TO THE

FRATERNITY.

My DEAR BRETHREN,

Ir is well known that throughout my
whole life I have been, not merely a lover of
Masonry, but an enthusiast—a champion for
the purity of its forms and ceremonies—zealous
for its uninterrupted prosperity—and fearful
lest the world should misunderstand its refer-
ences, or misinterpret its benevolent designs.
Sensitively alive to its interests and reputation,
I have .defended it with my utmost abilities,
and have mourned when the misconduct of an
individual brother, has given its enemies an
advantage, and caused them to exult in an
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imaginary triumph. I well remember in my
early masonic days, before I became acquamted
with the true bearing and excellence of the
institution, the bitter mortification to which I
found myself subjected, when an expert an-
tagonist advanced arguments against the Order,
which I was not prepared to refute; for the
masonic literature of that day was circum-
scribed within a very narrow compass, and
extended information on the subject of ma-
sonry was difficult of attainment.

1t is a matter of infinite gratification to me,
that this unfavourable state of things no longer
exists, and that I have lived to a period when
the fraternity have roused themselves to a
sense of duty, and entertain a feeling that the
dignity of Freemasonry requires some exertions
on their part, to promote its popularity, and
place it on a level with other scientific institu-
tions ; and who for this great purpose, employ
their talents through the medium of the Press,
to display its utility as a benevolent Order,
promoting at once the investigations of science,
and the practice of every moral and social virtue.



PREFACE. v

For several years I have been in the habit
of receiving letters from brethren in different
parts of the kingdom, who have been entrusted
with the arrangement of any important masonic
celebration, enquiring into the usages of an-
tiquity on particular points, that the ceremonial
may be conducted in strict accordance with
the Constitutions of the Order. A marked
anxiety so uniformly displayed amongst the
whole body of masons, has suggested the pro-
priety of some general answers to all enquiries
of this nature, as a measure which would not
only be well received, but hailed as a boon by
the fraternity at large.

For this purpose it is not to be doubted but
that a Manual embracing legitimate informa-
tion on all cases which can possibly arise, will
be peculiarly acceptable to the W. Masters
and Officers of a Lodge in particular, and to
every brother who is desirous of becoming
well versed in the usages and customs of
masonry in primitive times.

On this plan, therefore, the present little
volume has been constructed. The informa-
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tion which it contains has been carefully
arranged by a comparison of the rites prac-
tised by our ancient brethren, with those which
are enjoined by the United Grand Lodge of
England ; and it appears extremely probable
that the fraternity would glady adopt an
uniformity of practice on points where they
have hitherto been at a loss to determine
whether ceremonies of constant recurrence are,
or are not, in accordance with ancient usage.

In this enquiry the customs of foreign
Lodges have not been overlooked; and it is
hoped that this little volume will constitute
an unerring book of reference which cannot
fail to be of incalculable service to the frater-
nity. It is almost entirely practical; and the
directions have been drawn up in strict con-
formity with the Constitutions of our own
Grand Lodge ; so that the brethren may adopt
them in full confidence that they are as sound
and legitimate as if they had been enjoined by
authority.

G. O.
Scopwick Vicarage,
January 1st, 1849,
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CHAP. I

‘WHAT IS MASONRY ?

¢ King Athelstan caused a general assembly of all masons in
the realme at York, and there made many masons, and gave
them a deepe charge for observation of such articles as belong
to masonry, and delivered them a charter to keepe, and when
his Assembly was gathered together he caused a cry to be made,
that if any mason of them had a writing that did concerne
masonry, or could informe the King in anything or matter that
wanting in the said Science already delivered, that they or hee
should deliver them to the King or write them to him: and
there were some in French, some in Greeke, some in English,
and other languages ; whereupon the King caused a Book to be
made, which declared how the Science was first invented, and
the utility thereof ; which Book he commanded to be read and
plainly declared when a man was to be made a mason, that he
might fully understand what Articles, Rules, and Orders, he
was obliged to observe; and from that time untill this day
Masonry hath been much respected and preserved ; and divers
new Articles hath been added to the sayd charge, by good ad-
vise and consent of the best Masons and Fellowes.”—ANCIENT
MasoNic MANUSCRIPT.

TaE tendency of Freemasonry is sometimes
mistaken, not only by the uninitiated, but also
by many of those who have been superficially
instructed in its mysteries. One considers it to
be an institution framed for the purposes of be-
nevolence ; that, through its medium, the sick
may be visited, the destitute relieved, the widow
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Symbolical masonry, under whatever form it
may be propounded, is a catholic institution, de-
mocratic in its form and government, and universal
in its operation. This is demonstrable from any
of the definitions of the order ;—from the free
election of its chief magistrate and the inferior
governors of every private lodge, annually and by
universal suffrage;—and from the reputed form,
and symbolical extent of its lodges. If it were
deprived of any of the above attributes, it would
be no longer Freemasonry ; and all its beneficial
effects upon the mind and manners of men, would
be scattered to the winds of heaven. That this
conclusion is not unwarranted, we will proceed to
test it by an enquiry into the nature of the insti-
tution, and its peculiarity of construction ; which
will clearly prove its universality, and the free
application of its principles to every inhabitant of
the globe who acknowledges the Being of a God,
whatever be his colour, religion, education, or
mental qualifications.

A consideration of the definitions of Freemasonry
which have been given in different ages, and by
different writers, will clear the way, and form a
preliminary step to the consideration of its general
principles, and show in what manner they are
applicable to all mankind in every age and nation.

1. In a MS. which has the reputation of having
been written by King Henry VI., we have this
definition of masonry. ¢ Ytt beeth the skylle of
nature, the understondynge of the myghte that
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comforted, and the aged placed in a situation
where want can never more afflict them. But
this design, how amiable and praiseworthy soever
it may be, is only one of the purposes of Free-
masonry ; and if, as this class of brethren suppose,
it were confined to these charitable ends, it would
rank merely on a level with a common Friendly
Society, or Sick Club. Others suppose it to be
connected with artisans and operative stonemasons ;
judging from the instruments of mechanical craft
which form the chief symbols of the order, that
this must be its principal reference ;—while some
take it for a mere convivial society, whose exclu-
siveness in the selection of its members is guarded
by signs and tokens, the payment of a heavy fine
at admission, and the adoption of a peculiar dress.

There are other opinions afloat, even amongst
the brethren themselves ; some of whom frequently
display such a frigid indifference to the peculiarity
of its construction, and are so insensible to the
great and apparent advantages which result from
its complicated organization, embracing history
and legend, science and morals, and blending the
practice of virtue with the enjoyment of moderate
conviviality,—as to afford a reasonable pretext to
those who are uninitiated for taking no interest in
the institution, and for repressing any desire which
they might otherwise have entertained to *ask
that they might have, to seek that they might find,
and to knock that the door of masonry might be
opened to them.”
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ys hereyune, and its sondrye werkynges ; sonder-
lyche, the skylle of reckenyngs, of waightes and
metynges, and the true manere of fagonnynge al
thynges for mannes use ; headlye, dwellinges, and
buyldynges of alle kindes, and all other thynges
that make gudde to manne.” And again, the same
document asserts that the arts which have been
taught to mankind by masons, are “agricultura,
architectura, astronomia, geometria, numeres, mu-
sica, poesie, kymistrye, governmente, and relygy-
onne.”

In these definitions we find nothing of an ex-
clusive or unapproachable nature ; for natural,
mathematical, and mechanical knowledge, have
been practised in every age, and by every people
upon the face of the globe. Whether we turn
our eyes to the east or to the west—to India
and China—Egypt and Greece—Scandinavia and
Britain—Mexico and Peru—the remote islands of
Australia on the one hand, or Iceland and Spitz-
bergen on the other—we shall find every where
traces of genius and skill of the highest antiquity,
which excite our astonishment, and prove beyond
a doubt, that how proud soever we may be of our
progress in the above arts and sciences, we were
equalled, and in some instances surpassed, by those
primitive nations, The monuments of India and
Egypt, with those of what we denominate the
New World, exhibit the perfection of science, and
the triumphs of human ingenuity ; as the ruins of
Herculaneum and Pompeii have thrown open to
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our inspection the elegance and luxury of the
Greeks and Romans at the period when these
cities were destroyed by the fearful eruptions of
Mount Vesuvius in the time of Titus, a short time
after the destruction of the temple of Jerusalem.
Recent discoveries in central America have
made us acquainted with a series of facts which
display the scientific acquirements of an un-
known people, whose antiquity cannot even be
conjectured.  Stephens, in his “ Incidents of
Travel,” has the following reflections in the midst
of the magnificent ruins of Copan in Mexico.
 There were no associations connected with the
place ; none of those stirring recollections which
hallow Rome, Athens, and the world’s great mis-
- tress on the Egyptian plain; but architecture,
sculpture, and painting, all the arts which embel-
lish life, had flourished in this overgrown forest ;
orators, warriors, and statesmen ; beauty, ambition,
and glory, had lived and passed away, and none
knew that such things had been, or could tell of
their past existence. Books, the records of know-
ledge, are silent on this theme. The city is deso-
late. No remnant of this race hangs round the
ruins, with traditions handed down from father to
son, and from generation to generation. It lay
before us like a shattered bark in the midst of the
ocean ; her masts gone, her name effaced, her crew
perished, and none to tell whence she came, to
whom she belonged, how long on her voyage, or
what caused her destruction ; her lost people to be
B 5
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traced only by some fancied resemblance in the
construction of the vessel, and perhaps never to
be known at all. The place where we sat—was it
a citadel, from which an unknown people had
sounded the trumpet of war? or a temple for the
worship of the god of peace? or did the inhabi-
tants worship the idols made with their own hands,
and offer sacrifices on the stones before them?
All was mystery; dark, impenetrable mystery;
and every circumstance increased it. In Egypt
the colossal skeletons of gigantic temples stand in
the unwatered sands in all the nakedness of deso-
lation ;—here an immense forest shrouds the ruins,
hiding them from sight, heightening the impression
and moral effect, and giving an intensity and
almost wildness to the interest.” One thing how-
ever is quite certain. These ruins exhibit a know-
ledge of the sciences, which is not surpassed by
any nation of the ancient world.

The arts then being of universal application—
Freemasonry—which teaches those arts, is of uni-
versal application also; and hence cosmopolitical.

2. The next definition of masonry which I shall
adduce in proof of the same proposition, was pro-
pounded at the revival of masonry by Dr. Ander-
son, the learned author of the History and Consti-
tutions of Masonry, whose opinion, in those days
was considered decisive on every point connected
with the order. As the former related exclusively
to science, this is confined to morals; and will be
found equally comprehensive.  “The end, the
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moral, and purport of masonry is, to subdue our
passions, not to do cur own will; to make a daily
progress in a laudable art, and to promote morality,
charity, good fellowship, good nature, and human-
ity !

I have considered this definition with great at-
tention, and cannot find anything exclusive in the
terms by which it is set forth. It is applicable to
all mankind, in every situation, condition, and re-
ligion. There can be no-exceptions to the univer-
sality of its principles; and the virtues which it
enjoins, may be practised by old and young of
both sexes, in all nations, whether savage or civil-
ized. To subdue the passions has been the uni-
versal aim of mankind. All have placed their
hopes upon it ; and hence sprang the first idea of
the T'vwb. geavroy, which was inscribed on the portal
of the heathen temples, that it might prove a
stimulus to virtue, of which it was the first lesson,
and lead to the desirable consummation in which
all excellence was blended, of subduing the pas-
sions. Few attained this blessed serenity of mind,
but Socrates was amongst the number ; for Zopy-
rus, an eminent physiognomist, having declared
that he discovered in the features of that philos-
opher evident traces of many vicious passions;
the friends of Socrates derided his judgment,
which they declared was eminently at variance
with fact. But Socrates acknowledged his pen-
etration; confessing that he was naturally dispo-

1 Golden Remains, Vol. 1. p. 49.
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sed to vicious indulgences, but that he had sub-
dued his passions by reason and philosophy.
Amongst the early Christians, many of whose
names have been inscribed on the lists of the order,
whether truly or not is immaterial to our present
purpose, this result was frequently acquired; of
which the history of the persecutions affords nu-
merous instances; and without it the religion of
Christ could not have been successfully promul-
gated in the midst of dangers, and under the con-
stant dread of bonds, imprisonment, and death.
Tacitus thus mentions the facts. “Their sufferings
- at their execution were aggravated by insult and
mockery ; for some were disguised in the skins of
wild beasts, and worried to death by dogs; some
were crucified ; and others were wrapped in pitch
shirts, and set on fire when the day closed, that
they might serve as lights to illuminate the night.”
And Juvenal, to the same purport says “they were
subjected to be burned in their own flame and
smoke, their head being held up by a stake fixed
to their chin, till they made a long stream of blood
and melted sulphur on the ground.” And they
endured these accumulated sufferings with a con-
stancy that elicited the admiration even of their
enemies. They had a great contempt for the
things of this world, and cherished such strong
hopes of immortality, that they surrendered them-
selves cheerfully to sufferings, and despised death
under whatever fearful form it might be presented
to them.
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Here then we have a clear proof that the early
christians practised the moral definition masonry.
They subdued their passions; did not their own
will; made a daily progress in a laudable art ; and
practised morality, charity, goodnature, and hu-
manity.

If we turn to the savages of the east or the
west, we shall find the same general principle ex-
emplified ;—they attained such a mastery over their
Ppassions under circumstances the most distressing,
that when the fortune of war placed them in the
_hands of their enemies, they despised torment and
courted death ; and instead of trying to conciliate
their persecutors, they taunted them with their
own performances, and dared them to proceed to
the uimost extremity of inflicting pain ; dying at
length with a song in their mouth, and joy and
peacefulness in their hearts.

So extensive was the operation of masonic prin-
ciples, even in the absence of masonry itself; and
so boundless was the influence of those peculiar
virtues which it recommends and enforces, that
their operation may justly be pronounced to be
universal in extent, and consequently unlimited in
its practice.

3. The next definition we meet with was pro-
mulgated about the middle of the 18th century.
It is peculiarly cosmopolitical, and requires no
explanation to point out its universal tendency.
 Masonry is a science confined to no particular
country, but extends over the whole terrestrial
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globe. Wherever arts flourish, there it flourishes
also. Add to this, that by secret and inviolable
signs, carefully preserved among the fraternity, it
becomes an universal language. Hence many ad-
vantages are gained ;—the distant Chinese, the
wild Arab, and the American savage, will embrace
a brother Briton, and know, that besides the com-
mon ties of humanity, there is still a stronger
obligation to induce him to kind and friendly
offices.” .

4. “ Freemasonry is a benevolent order, insti-
tuted by virtuous men, for the praiseworthy pur-
pose of spreading the blessings of morality and
science amongst all ranks and descriptions of
men.”

5. ¢ Freemasonry is the grand and universal
science which includes all others, but having a
more immediate reference to those branches which
teach us a knowledge of ourselves, and our duty
to others.”

These definitions of masonry convey the same
truth, that its purposes are benevolent, and being
spread over the whole universe, operate, without
respect of persons to make men happy in this
world, with the hope of having it increased in the
world to come. Like the former definitions, they
refer, not only to the inhabitants living in the 19th
century, wheresoever dispersed under the wide and
lofty canopy of heaven, but to all nations, kindreds,
and people, from the formation of the world. In
this respect it is like christianity, which is also a
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cosmopolite institution, comprehending all mankind
in one fold under one shepherd, and embracing
them in the universal scheme of unlimited redemp-
tion. There never was any nation under heaven,
how savage soever its inhabitants might be, who
had not some notion of a Supreme Being, and a
future state of existence. Their opinions were
often fanciful, and frequently erroneous, but none
were buried in a gloomy atheism. Each had its
scale of virtue which was reputed to translate them
to the Good Spirit after death.

Amongst the principal nations of the earth, a
peculiar institution was in existence which promised
eternal happiness in Elysium to all who were initi-
ated into its mysteries ; while the deepest and most
painful carverns of Tartarus were allotted to the
atheist, and the despiser of these celebrations.
Thus Cicero asserts that it is by the influence of
the Mysteries that mankind are drawn from a
savage life, and modelled by humanity. Hence
they are called Initia, because they are the begin-
ings of a life of reason and virtue; and men
receive from them a superior degree of happiness
here, with the promise of a better life hereafter.
And Plato says to the same effect. “In my
opinion the institutors of the Mysteries were well
acquainted with the manners and dispositions of
men ; for in these rites the aspirants were taught
that those who died without being initiated, would
for ever stick fast in the mud and filth of Tartarus;
while those who were purified by initiation, should,
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after death, be advanced to the habitations of the
celestial deities.”

In these extracts we find principles enunciated
which correspond in a great measure with the
above definitions of Freemasonry; and show that
similar ideas existed, and produced the same con-
clusions in every age and nation of the world; for
the precepts of our noble order have been admitted
throughout all time, as the best calculated to pro-
duce human happiness here, and lead to a more
perfected and ineffable bliss hereafter. The patri-
archs practised it, and founded their dearest hopes
upon it. The Jews professed it, although they
did not in practice conform to its dictates, as may
be instanced in the case of the woman taken in
adultery. ¢ Her crime was manifest,” says Dean
Kirwan, “and her punishment exactly laid down
in the law; yet it filled the just soul of the Re-
deemer with indignation, to see men so criminal
as the Pharasees, the slaves of every passion,
under the mask of extraordinary zeal, standing
forward with clamour and eagerness, to avenge the
violated law ; he therefore answered them in a way
not to palliate the offence, but which strikingly
conveyed the indispensable concomitant of true
zeal,—Let the man who is without sin amongst
you cast the first stone at this unfortunate woman !*
A decision too pointed not to have a most apt and
a most humiliating effect ; for, as the Evangelist
reports, “ they retired one after another silent and
confounded.”
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Even the heathen eulogised the beauty of virtue,
although they misapplied the term, and believed
it to consist in practices which revelation condemns
in the strongest terms.  Disciplines,” says Hip-
podamus the Pythagorean, ¢ are the sources of
erudition, and cause the desires to be impelled to’
virtue. But the laws, partly detaining by fear,
repel men from the commission of crimes, and
partly alluring by honours and gifts, excite them
to virtue. And manners and studies fashion the
soul like wax, and through their continued energy
impress in it propensities that become, as it were,
natural. It is necessary, however, that these three
should have an arrangement in conjunction with
the beautiful, the useful, and the just; and that
each of these three should, if possible, have all
these for its final intention; but if not all of them,
it should at least have two or one of them as the
mark at which it aims, in order that disciplines,
manners, and laws, may be beautiful, just, and ad-
vantageous.”

This reasoning is purely masonic; but if we refer
to the lives of those to whom this man preached,
we shall find them replete with conduct which is
in direct opposition to the precepts, because they
mistook the meaning of the word virtue, and classed
on an equality with it, many unsocial, selfish, and
fiend-like passions. How different are the conclu-
sions of our glorious science, which centre all the
benevolent affections of the mind in charity and
Brotherly Love. In the words of one who was

c



14

not a mason by initiation, but was truly a brother
in his heart, “how perfective of human nature and
human happiness that system is, which, even in the
face of an enemy, observes a brother; which is one
continued line of exhortation to unbounded benev-
olence, and whose illustrious founder has declared,
that its professors should be known and immor-
talized by that one sentiment alone ; thus pointing
out the means of beginning our heaven upon earth,
and antedating here below the joys and tranquillity
of the blessed.”

6. “ Speculative masonry is so far interwoven
with religion, as to lay us under the strongest
obligations to pay that rational homage to the
deity, which at once constitutes our duty and our
happiness. It leads the contemplative to view
with reverence and admiration the glorious works
of creation and inspires them with the most
exalted ideas of the perfections of the Divine
Creator.” ’

Here we have a direct assertion of the univer-
sality of masonry, for the precept is applicable to
all people that ever existed, or that ever shall exist
throughout the whole course of time. The hom-
age which is due from the creature to the Creator
is a natural feeling, implanted in the heart by the
deity himself, and existing with the most barbarous
as well as the most enlightened people. None,
who saw the course of the sun by day, the moon
and the stars by night, the growth of vegetables,
summer and winter, seedtime and harvest, could
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be ignorant of the existence of some superintend-
ing phenomena ;—every thing preserving the most
perfect order and regularity ; for the most barba-
rous and savage people—possessing but a single
spark of reason—could not be induced to believe
that the sun and the moon occupied their places
by chance, that by the effect of accident the trees
put out their buds at one season of the year, the
blossoms and leaves at another, which ripened into
fruit in a third, and were cast aside in a fourth,
because they were useless in an inclement winter.
Even Aristotle, who, if not an absolute atheist,
was on the very verge of it, could say, “that to
believe the gods to be the first beings, is a divine
truth ; and that, though arts and sciences have
probably been often lost and revived, yet this opin-
ion has been preserved as a relic to this very time.”

There is an excellent passage to the same effect
in a writer of the last century, which is worth
preserving. “The judgment that every wicked
man necessarily and immediately makes concern-
ing any unjust act of another, by which he himself
happens to suffer, will for ever convict him of
knowing well that difference of moral good and
evil, which he is not willing to acknowledge, or
which he is not willing to make the rule of his
own behaviour. This is what the Apostle calls
the law written in men’s hearts, by which they
are a law unto themselves, their conscience also
bearing witness, and their thoughts the meanwhile
accusing or excusing one another; therefore it is

' c3
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certain men are naturally conscious of the differ-
ence of good and evil, and of the consequent desert
of their own actions. It is natural for them to
apprehend that this judgment of their own con-
sciences is the judgment that God also passes
upon them; and the scripture very clearly affirms
_ that it is s0.”

From such arguments we deduce the universal
application of the definitions of masonry under
our present notice, in proof of the fact that the
order is cosmopolitical.

7. “The zeal of masons in the acquisition of
knowledge is bounded by no space, since they
travel from east to west in its pursuit; and the
principles which actuate them are highly conducive
to morality ; viz., the attempt to rule and govern
the passions, and to keep a tongue of good report,
that where candour cannot commend, silence will,
at least, avoid reproach.”

8. “The masonic system exhibits a stupendous
and beautiful fabric, founded on universal piety,
unfolding its gates to receive, without prejudice
or discrimination, the worthy professors of every
description of genuine religion ; concentrating, as
it were, into one body, their just tenets, unincum-
bered by the disputable peculiarities of all sects
and persuasions.”

These definitions need no comment. The refer-
ence which they contain to universality, to the
application of masonry by all religious sects, and
the professors of every mode of faith who practice
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genuine religion in-its purity, are too evident to be
denied, and too plain to admit of dubitation or
dispute. They exhibit a beautiful picture of the
genius of masonry opening wide her arms of be-
nevolence to receive the clilldren of men ; like the
Saviour of mankind inviting his creatures to accept
the salvation which he freely offers without money
and without price. “ Come unto me all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart ; and you shall
find rest unto your souls. . For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.”* And his benevolent
intentions are confirmed by St. Paul in his cos-
mopolite assertion that ¢ there is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is
neither male nor female; for ye are all one in
Christ Jesus.”® And again, with more univer-
sality of application in another place, * there is
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncir-
cumcision, " Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free ;
but Christ is all and in all.”’+

9. ¢ Masonry is a beautiful system of morality,
veiled in allegory, and illustrated by symbols.”

This illustration, when divested of its first
member, is peculiarly applicable to all those re-
markable institutions which prevailed amongst
heathen nations, and were denominated Mysteries,
but are now called the Spurious Freemasonry.

2 Mat. xi. 28, to end. 3 Gal. iii. 28.

« Col iid. 11.
cb
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It is true, they eulogised morality in pompous
language, but practised it not; or more correctly
speaking, understood it not. Ovid affirms,

Ingenuas didicisse fideliter artes,
Emollit mores, nec sinit esse feros ;

a sentiment which is extremely apposite, and em-
bodies an attribute of masonry ; for by the study
of the sciences, our-order asserts that we acquire
a propensity to benevolence, and a desire to be
useful to our fellow creatures. Horace, however,
excludes morality from the practice of his  good
man,” and confines it to obedience to the laws of
our country. Vir bonus est quis! Qui consulta
patrum, qui leges juraque servat.

Charondas, the Catanzan philosopher, thus
recommends morality. ¢ Wanton insolence and
injustice are the attendants of shamelessness and
impudence. And destruction follows these. Let,
however, no one be impudent, but let every one
be modest and temperate; because he will thus
have the gods propitious to him, and will procure
for himself salvation. For no vicious man is dear
to divinity. Let every one likewise honour probity
and truth, and hate what is base and false; for
these are the indications of virtue and vice.”

It will be unnecessary to multiply instances of
the love of virtue amongst the heathen in theory
—the fact is notorious. But the fate of their best
and most virtuous men will show the kind of esti-
mation in which their moral harangues were held
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by the people. Pythagoras was slain. As he sat
in council with his friends in the house of Milo, it
was set on fire by some one out of envy because
he had been refused admission. Pythagoras made
his escape, for the envious man had vowed to take
away his life ; and having procured the assistance
of a few unworthy men the philosopher was hotly
pursued. Coming to a place full of beans, he
stopped short saying, “it is better to be taken
than to tread amongst the beans; it is better to
be killed than to speak,” and his pursuers accord-
ingly slew him. In a similar manner most of his
disciples lost their lives. Aristides was banished
from his country out of envy, because by his up-
right and virtuous conduct he had acquired the
appellation of “the Just.” Alcibiades was killed
by a faction ; Socrates was put to death for his
virtues ; and it was at all times dangerous for any
one to be celebrated for his benevolence, justice,
or kindness to the poor.

If we take a view of the heathen morality
through the medium of its public institutions, we
shall not enjoy a more favourable picture of its
operation. Law and religion were equally sangui-
nary; and a benevolent feeling towards those
miserable beings who filled the laborious situations
of life, would have been considered the extremity
of weakness and folly. “ They showed no mercy
to the widow, did no good to the fatherless, nor
helped any man in his distress.”® To accomplish

5 Baruch vi. 37, 38.
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a favourite object, human life was sacrificed freely
and without compunction or regret, as Pharaoh
Necho sacrificed 120,000 men in a fruitless attempt
to cut a channel from the Mediterranean to the
Red Sea.

And if we refer to morality in a national point
of view, the result will be exactly the same.
Philosophers and hierophants gave public disser-
tations in praise of virtue, while they practised in
private the most unbounded licentiousness. The
morality of the Pagans in India may be estimated
from the Bayaderes or dancing girls, who were the
property of the priests ; and the public worship
of the Lingam ;—that of Greece and Rome by the
excesses of the Dionysiaca, and the prostitution
of virgins in the temple of Mylitta ;—while the
nations of northern Europe and America were
addicted to the sacrifice of human victims, and
believed the practice to be a service well pleasing
to God.

It is evident, therefore, that if we would apply
the last definition to the ages which were past at
the advent of Christ; we must reject the first
member of the sentence, and leave out the allusion
to morality. Its practice is indeed cosmopolite,
and it was lauded amongst every description of
people, but its object was mistaken, and conse-
quently true morality—the love of God and of our
neighbour, and the practice of every moral and
_ social virtue—was unknown. But the remainder
of the definition applies with great propriety to the

-
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ancient mysteries of every country in the world,
which were truly veiled in allegory, and illustrated
by symbols. The former consisted in a description
of the reputed death of a celebrated individual who
was indifferently named Osiris, or Bacchus, or
Adonis, or its equivalent in every other nation ;
with the ceremony of discovering the lost remains,
and raising them to a more decent interment.
The same legend with precisely the same reference,
formed the basis of the Spurious Freemasonry, in
every quarter of the globe.

10. The following, with which I conclude this
portion of the subject, can scarcely be termed a
definition of masonry. It is rather a general ad-
monition respecting the practice of religion, which
has been introduced into the ancient charges for
the express purpose of showing the cosmopolitical
nature of the institution. ¢ In ancient times the
Christian masons were charged to comply with
the Christian usages of each country where they
travelled and worked ; but masonry being found
in all nations, even of divers religions, they are
now only charged to adhere to that religion in
which all men agree (leaving each brother to his
own particular opinions) by whatever names, re-
ligions, or persuasions they may be distinguished ;
for they all agree in the three great articles Noah,
enough to preserve the cement of the lodge. Thus
masonry is the centre of their union, and the
happy means of conciliating persons that other-
wise must have remained at a perpetual distance.”
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This latitudinarian principle is well adapted to a
society which is considered to be universal. It is
expressed in such general terms as to be no burden
upon any man’s conscience, because it meddles with
no system of religion, and leaves every member at
full liberty to follow that way of faith in which he
had been educated.

The modern lectures have rather encroached
upon this universal principle by the introduction
of subjects which bear a direct and exclusive refer-
ence to christianity. The historical Landmarks of
masonry, as laid down in the lectures which are
enjoined by authority in the 19th century, are,
many of them, types of the christian religion; and
they cannot be otherwise explained. And in a
christian lodge, they either refer to christianity or
nothing. In a Jewish lodge, our Hebrew brethren
would interpret them differently, if they form a
portion of their lectures, which is somewhat doubt-
ful; and we are quite certain that in a Turkish
lodge they would be carefully excluded. It is
clear therefore that the lectures of masonry are
arbitrary; and, with the exception of a few de-
terminate Landmarks, vary essentially in different
countries ; being constituted in such a manner as to
agree with the peculiar habits and belief of the
fraternity who use them ; that the introduction
of no startling facts or unacceptable doctrines,
may cause disputes or divisions to arise amongst
a brotherhood who profess to be cemented by the
indissoluble chain of Brotherly Love.
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The cosmopolitical construction of masonry may
be also verified by the reputed extent of the lodge,
which in length, and breadth, and depth, and
height, is a representation of the universe as the
temple of the living God. Thus the Lectures of
masonry teach that “the universe is the temple of
the deity whom we serve ;—wisdom, strength, and
beauty are about his throne as the pillars of his
work ; for his wisdom is infinite, his strength is
omnipotent, and beauty shines forth throughout all
creation in symmetry and order; he hath stretched
forth the heavens as a canopy, and the earth he
planted as his footstool ; the canopy of his temple
is crowned with stars as with a diadem ; the sun
and moon are messengers of his will, and all his
law is concord.”

In this quotation from the old lectures of ma-
sonry we find that a mason’s lodge is a symbol of
the universe, which is the magnificent temple of
the deity, or the centre of the divine circle. But
where is the circumference? This we are totally
ignorant of. The centre however is sufficient for
our present purpose, for it fills all known space,
and extends throughout extent. The centre of the
Almighty circle which the deity alone can fill, oc-
cupies millions upon millions of miles, farther than
the human eye can reach, with all the assistance
which the most improved instruments are able to
afford. Sir John Herschel, in his ¢ Essay on the
power of the Telescope to penetrate into Space,”
a quality distinct from the magnifying power, in-
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forms us that there are stars so infinitely remote
as to be situated at the distance of twelve millions
of millions of millons of miles from our earth ; so
that light, which travels with a velocity of twelve
millions of miles in a minute, would require two
millions of years for its transit from those distant
orbs to our own, while the astronomer, who should
record the aspect or mutation of such a star, would
not be relating its history at the present day, but
that which took place two millions of years gone
by.

So universal is masonry. All mankind are
creatures of the same God, and equally the objects
of his care. He makes his Sun to shine upon the
evil and the good alike, and sendeth rain on the
just and unjust, for there is no respect of persons
with him. Thus also in Freemasonry “a king is
reminded that though a crown may adorn his head
and a sceptre his hand, the blood in his veins is
derived from the common parent of mankind, and
is no better than that of his meanest subject. The
statesman, the senator, and the artist, are there
taught that, equally with others, they are by nature
exposed to infirmity and disease; and that an
unforeseen misfortune or a disordered frame, may
impair their faculties, and level them with the
most ignorant of their species. Men of inferior
talents, who are not placed by fortune in such ex-
alted stations, are instructed by masonry to regard
their superiors with respect, when they behold
them voluntarily divested of the; trappings of ex-
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ternal grandeur, and condescending, in a badge
of innocence and bond of friendship, to trace
wisdom and to follow virtue, assisted by those
who are of a rank beneath them. Virtue is true
nobility, and wisdom is the channel by which
virtue is directed and conveyed. Wisdom and Vir-
tue alone, mark distinction amongst masons.”
From all these arguments and demonstrations we
conclude that masonry is an institution which is
applicable to all mankind, in all ages and con-
ditions of humanity ; and its construction is so
perfect, that, although it has been strictly scruti-
nized, by enemies as well as friends, yet, notwith-
standing the existence of a few anomalies, from
which no human establishment is free, no material
flaw has hitherto been found, of sufficient im-
portance to endanger its existence. It has outlived
the envy of its opponents, and gathered strength
from every hostile attack. In some countries
Church and State have been arrayed against it
without effect ;—demagogues and adventurers have
endeavoured to obscure its purity by heaping upon
it every kind of absurd innovation ; but their re-
spective systems, after an ephemeral existence have
sunk, one after another, into merited oblivion,
leaving Freemasonry to enjoy its triumph ;—se-
ceders have threatened to betray its secrets, but all
their attempts have signally failed. The order
being based on Brotherly Love and Charity, is
imperishable. ¢ Masonic secresy,” says brother
Blanchard, a learped transatlantic mason, “is a
D
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mysterious thing—it has never been divulged.
The most tattling man, if he be a mason, keeps
the secret. There is no risk of him. Enrage,
discipline, expel—he never tells! Mad, drunk, or
crazy—he never tells! Does he talk in his sleep ?
It is not about masonry. Bribe him in his wants
—tempt him in his pleasures—threaten him, or
torture him, he will endure being a martyr, but—
he never tells !’ All that have opposed its pro-
gress have shared the same fate, being met by the
obloquy and derision of mankind.”
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CHAP. II.

THE LODGE.

The secunde artycul of good masonry,
As ye mowe hyt here hyr specyaly,
That every mayster, that ys a mason,
Most ben at the 