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This pamphlet accompanies the YouTube Series

“A Beginner’s Guide to Freemasonry”.

You can view the whole series here:

https://www.youtube.com/@fromthequarries/playlists
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A Beginner’s Guide to Freemasonry

1. What is Freemasonry?

Freemasonry, also known as the Craft, is one of the oldest and most widespread
fraternal organizations in the world. Its origins date back to the local fraternities of
stonemasons from the end of the fourteenth century, who formed societies to regulate
the qualifications of stonemasons and their interaction with authorities and clients.
However, Freemasonry is not just about stonework; it represents a unique
amalgamation of historical, social, and philosophical elements.

At its heart, Freemasonry is about personal development, moral integrity, and brotherly
affection. Freemasons, or Masons, gather.in-Masonic lodges, where they carry out
various rituals and ceremonies laden with symbolism..These symbols are primarily
derived from the tools of medieval stonemasons but are imbued with metaphorical
meaning. For example, the Square and Compasses, iconic symbols of Freemasonry, are
not only representative of stonemasonry but also impart moral lessons; the Square
symbolizes honesty, and the Compasses emphasize the importance of keeping one's
desires in check.

A defining aspect of Freemasonry is its emphasis on non-religious and non-political
principles. It requires a belief in-a Supreme Being but does not adhere to any particular
theological doctrine and prohibits religious debates within its lodges. Masons come from
various backgrounds, and political discussions are similarly banned during lodge
meetings.

The secretive nature of Freemasonry often piques public curiosity. While it is not a secret
society in the traditional sense, it is a society with secrets. These secrets, mainly found

in its rituals and symbols, are.not meant to conceal ominous truths but rather to enrich
the experience of personalenlightenment and growth.

Charitable work is-@ cornerstone of Freemasonry. Masons are renowned for their
contributions to various charitable causes and community services, typically conducted
discreetly and without seeking public recognition.

In summary, Freemasonry is a journey of personal enlightenment, moral contemplation,
and fraternity. It is a path followed by millions around the globe, one filled with
mysteries, moral teachings, and, most importantly, a quest for self-discovery.

2. What do Freemasons do?

Freemasonry is more than just meetings and rituals; it's a vibrant network of moral
instruction, community involvement, and personal development. At the heart of Masonic
activities are the lodge meetings. These gatherings are where Masons come together to
perform rituals, which are a series of plays, often allegorical and symbolic in nature.
These rituals are a significant part of Masonic tradition, teaching moral lessons and
fostering a sense of fraternity.
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Beyond the ritualistic aspect, education plays a pivotal role in what Freemasons do.
Masonic lodges often host lectures and discussions on various topics, not only related to
Masonic philosophy but also covering a wide array of subjects from history to science.
The aim is to encourage members to broaden their knowledge and engage in intellectual
development.

Charity is a cornerstone of Masonic activity. Freemasons are known for their
philanthropic efforts, raising funds and donating to various causes. Their charitable work
extends to supporting schools, hospitals, and public services, contributing significantly to
community welfare. This aspect of Masonry underscores the principle of helping those in
need and improving the communities.in-which they live.

Another key aspect of Masonic life'is fellowship. Freemasons often gather for social
events, dinners, and community projects: These gatherings foster a strong bond among
members, creating a-supportive network that extends beyond the lodge. Through these
social interactions, members build lasting friendships and connections, enhancing their
sense of community-and belonging.

Masons are also committed to personal moral development. The teachings and values
imparted through Masonic rituals and discussions emphasize virtues like integrity,
honesty, and-respect.-Masons strive to- embody these values lin their daily-lives, making
a positive impact-on-their personal and professional relationships.

In addition, many lodges engage. in public service and community projects. From
participating in local clean-up efforts to volunteering in community programs, Masons
actively contribute to the betterment of society. These activities not only aid the
community but also provide members with a sense of fulfillment and purpose.

In summary, the activities-of Freemasons are diverse and multifaceted: From ritualistic
meetings to educational lectures, charitable work to social gatherings, and personal
development.to.community service, the life of a Freemason is rich and-rewarding.
Through these activities, Masons not only strengthen their bonds with each other but
also make a meaningful contribution to society.

3. What do Freemasons believe?

Freemasonry is not a religion, nor does it propagate any religious doctrine, yet it is
deeply rooted in spiritual and moral teachings. At its core, Freemasonry requires its
members to believe in a Supreme Being. This belief is fundamental, yet the nature of
that Supreme Being is left to the interpretation of the individual Mason. This inclusive
approach allows members of various faiths to join and participate in Masonic life.

The values that Freemasonry espouses are universal and timeless. Principal among
these are brotherly love, relief, and truth. Brotherly love encourages Masons to show
respect and kindness to one another, creating a harmonious and supportive community.
Relief embodies the principle of charity and altruism, urging Masons to assist those in
need and contribute positively to society. Truth, both personal and universal, is a pursuit
that all Masons are encouraged to follow. It is about living a life of honesty and integrity
and seeking a deeper understanding of oneself and the world.
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Another central tenet of Freemasonry is the improvement of oneself. Masons are
encouraged to engage in continuous personal development, both morally and
intellectually. The Craft teaches that self-improvement and knowledge are lifelong
pursuits, and Masons are encouraged to cultivate virtues such as patience, fortitude,
prudence, and justice.

Equality and tolerance are also key beliefs in Freemasonry. The fraternity advocates for
the equal treatment of all members, regardless of their background, social status, or
beliefs. This principle extends to a broader tolerance and respect for the beliefs and
opinions of others, reflecting a commitment to harmony and understanding within the
lodge and in the wider community.

The concept of fraternity is fundamental in Freemasonry. It promotes a sense of
brotherhood and mutual aid among its members. This bond of fellowship is not just
about social connections; it is a deeper commitment to support and uplift one another,
both within the lodge and in their everyday lives.

Lastly, Freemasonry places a strong emphasis on moral and ethical conduct. Masons
are taught to be upright in their dealings and to live by high moral standards. The moral
teachings of Freemasonry are imparted through symbolic rituals and allegories, which
serve as guides for living a virtuous and meaningful life.

In conclusion, Freemasonry is a rich tapestry of beliefs and values, encompassing
spiritual faith, moral virtue, personal improvement, equality, tolerance, fraternity, and
ethical living. These principles form the bedrock of the Masonic tradition and guide
Masons in their personal lives and interactions with others.

4. A Brief history of Freemasonry

Freemasonry, as we know it today, finds its roots in the medieval guilds of stonemasons.
These skilled craftsmen, who built the great cathedrals and castles of Europe, formed
exclusive, localized societies to protect their trade secrets and ensure the quality of their
work. By the late 16th and early 17th centuries, these operative masons began to
accept members who were not actual stonemasons, known as speculative masons. This
transition marked the beginning of Freemasonry as a symbolic and philosophical
fraternity, rather than a purely operative trade guild.

The first Grand Lodge, an administrative body of Freemasonry, was established in
England in 1717, marking the start of modern, organized Freemasonry. This event, often
referred to as the formation of the Premier Grand Lodge of England, brought together
several lodges in London. It was a significant milestone in the history of Freemasonry, as
it standardized rituals, degrees, and the overall structure of Masonic lodges.

Freemasonry spread rapidly across Europe and the Americas in the 18th and 19th
centuries. It attracted thinkers, leaders, and influencers of the time, becoming especially
popular among those who valued enlightenment ideals such as liberty, fraternity, and
equality. During this period, Freemasonry played a notable role in various social and
political movements.
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The 19th and early 20th centuries saw the expansion of Freemasonry around the globe,
establishing lodges in virtually every continent. This period also witnessed the
development of various Masonic rites and orders, each with its own rituals and degrees.
Among the most recognized of these is the Scottish Rite, known for its elaborate and
symbolic degrees.

The 20th century presented challenges for Freemasonry, particularly during the
totalitarian regimes of Nazi Germany and Communist countries, where Freemasonry was
suppressed and persecuted. Despite these challenges, Freemasonry endured and
continued to attract members worldwide.

Today, Freemasonry is recognized as one of the world's oldest and largest fraternal
organizations. It is a diverse and global brotherhood, with millions of members belonging
to lodges that span different cultures and countries. While its rituals and symbols are
steeped in history, Freemasonry continues to evolve, adapting to the changing needs of
its members and society.

In summary, the history of Freemasonry is a journey through time, from the medieval
guilds of stonemasons to a modern fraternity that spans the globe. It is a story of
adaptation, survival, and influence, reflecting the enduring appeal of its principles and
teachings.

5. How is Freemasonry structured?

Welcome back to “A Beginner's Guide to Freemasonry.” In today's episode, we'll explore
the structure of Freemasonry, a key aspect that helps maintain its global fraternity.
Understanding how Freemasonry is organized provides insight into its workings and
traditions.

Freemasonry is structured in a hierarchical yet decentralized manner. At its foundation
are the local units called lodges. A lodge is the basic organizational structure of
Freemasonry and is where most Masonic activities, including meetings, rituals, and
initiations, take place. Each lodge operates independently and is usually governed by a
set of officers led by the Worshipful Master, who is akin to the president or chairman of
the lodge.

Lodges are organized into larger bodies known as Grand Lodges or sometimes Grand
Orients. Each Grand Lodge oversees the lodges within a certain geographical area, such
as a state or a country. The Grand Lodge ensures the uniformity of practices and rituals,
sets administrative rules, and provides guidance and support to its constituent lodges. It
is headed by a Grand Master, who is the highest-ranking Mason in the jurisdiction.

The global Masonic community is not governed by a single, central authority. Instead,
each Grand Lodge operates independently. However, for a Grand Lodge to be
considered legitimate by others, it must adhere to certain recognized standards and
practices, known as "regularity." This concept of regularity helps maintain a sense of
unity and mutual recognition among the diverse and widespread Grand Lodges around
the world.
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Freemasonry is further divided into various degrees or levels of membership. The three
primary degrees are the Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Mason. These
degrees represent stages of personal and moral development, with each degree
accompanied by its own set of teachings, symbols, and rituals. Progression through
these degrees is a significant part of a Mason's journey in the Craft.

In addition to the basic three degrees, there are appendant bodies in Freemasonry that
offer further degrees and rituals. These include the Scottish Rite and the York Rite,
among others. Membership in these bodies is optional and available only to those who
have attained the Master Mason degree. Each appendant body has its own unique
structure, degrees and focus, adding layers of depth and diversity to the Masonic

Masonic youth organizations
International Order of the R
engage with the values and

olay for young men and the
avenue for young people to

under the sponsorship of Freemasor ‘their own distinct structures and
activities.

In conclusion, the structure | yet coherent, allowing it to
function as a global fraternity whi e autonomy of its individual lodges and

members. This structure suppo ies, teachings, and community life

that characterize Freemasonry.

6. Masonic words and

Like any organization with a lon /g\\‘ ree oped its own lexicon.
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Jewel

In Masonic parlar
These Jewels ref
worn by the Maste
symbolizes cele

2 square

Tyler

Festive Board

Often referred to as the 'agape' or 'harmony,' the Festive Board is a traditional meal
shared by Masons after lodge meetings. It's a time for fellowship, toasts, and often
includes singing and merriment. The Festive Board strengthens the bonds of
brotherhood and provides a relaxed atmosphere for members to socialize.

Tyled
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A lodge meeting is said to be 'tyled' when it is formally in session and secure from non-
Masonic eavesdroppers. This term reflects the role of the Tyler and the importance of
confidentiality in Masonic meetings.

Cowan

Originally a Scottish term for an unskilled mason, in Freemasonry, a 'Cowan' refers to an
outsider or non-Mason. It's often used to describe someone who is curious about
Masonic secrets but not initiated into the fraternity.

Cable-Tow

A 'Cable-Tow' is a symbolic rope used in Masonic ritual. Its length varies symbolically and
is often interpreted as the extent or limit of a Mason's ability to help a fellow brother,
reflecting the bond of mutual assistance among Masons.

Lewis

In operative masonry, a 'Lewis' is a tool used to lift heavy stones. Symbolically in
Freemasonry, it represents strength and is sometimes used to denote a young, strong
Mason. In some traditions, it also refers to the son of a Mason.

Tracing Board

A 'Tracing Board' is an illustrative board used during Masonic education and lectures. It
depicts various Masonic symbols and is used to teach lessons and moral truths found
within Freemasonry.

In conclusion, the language of Freemasonry is rich with symbolism and history.
Understanding these terms provides deeper insights into the rituals, traditions, and
culture of Freemasonry.

7. How do you become a Freemason?

The process of becoming a Freemason may vary slightly from one jurisdiction to another,
but the core principles and steps are generally consistent worldwide. Here’s a step-by-
step overview:

Step 1: Meet the Basic Requirements

To become a Freemason, there are a few fundamental requirements you must meet.
You need to be an adult male of good character and reputation. The specific age
requirement can vary, but it's typically 18 or 21 years. Freemasonry is built on beliefs in
a Supreme Being, so candidates are required to profess a belief in a higher power,
although specific religious affiliations are not a factor.

Step 2: Express Your Interest

Freemasonry has a tradition of not actively recruiting members; one must come of their
own free will and accord. So, the first step is to express your interest. You can do this by
contacting a local lodge, visiting a Masonic event, or speaking with a Freemason. Many
lodges also have websites and social media pages where contact information can be
found.
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Step 3: Get to Know the Lodge

Before applying, it's important to get to know the lodge and its members. This can
involve attending public events hosted by the lodge or meeting with members to discuss
what Freemasonry is about and what is expected of its members. This process helps
both you and the lodge members ensure that Freemasonry is a good fit.

Step 4: Submit a Petition

Once you've decided to proceed, you'll need to fill out a petition. This document asks for
basic personal information, your reasons for wanting to join, and usually requires
references. Your petition will then be reviewed by the lodge.

Step 5: The Investigation

After submitting your petition, a committee of lodge members will conduct a background

check and interview you. They will assess character, intentions, and eligibility. This
is also an opportunity for you to ask que d clarify any doubts.

Step 6: The B

presented
ity, so the

Understanding the atmosphere, activities, and etiquette of a lodge is crucial for those
looking to join or simply curious about the Craft.

Firstly, it's important to recognize that a Masonic lodge is not just a physical space; it's a
structured environment where rituals, meetings, and fellowship take place. The lodge is
designed to be a place of harmony, respect, and contemplation, reflecting the values
and traditions of Freemasonry.

1. The Lodge Room

The lodge room is where formal meetings and rituals are conducted. It's typically
arranged in a rectangular shape, symbolizing the world. The room is rich in symbolism,
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with various Masonic symbols displayed. At the East end of the room sits the Worshipful Master, who
presides over the lodge. The Senior and Junior Wardens, located in the West and South, respectively,
assist in lodge proceedings.

2. Opening and Closing Rituals

Each lodge meeting begins and ends with formal opening and closing rituals. These ceremonies are
symbolic and reinforce the values and teachings of Freemasonry. During these rituals, members reflect
on Masonic principles and prepare themselves for the work of the lodge.

3. Lodge Meetings

Lodge meetings can include administrative business, educational presentations, and discussions on
Masonic philosophy. Often, these meetings also involve the initiation of new members or the progression
of members through the Masonic degrees. The atmosphere is one of solemnity, respect, and
brotherhood.

4. Dress Code

Most lodges have a dress code, ranging from business attire to formal wear. The specific dress code can
vary, but it generally reflects the dignity and respect that the lodge and its activities command.

5. Decorum and Etiquette

Masonic lodges observe a strict decorum. Members are expected to conduct themselves with respect and
courtesy. There's a strong emphasis on listening, learning, and participating in a manner that reflects the
fraternity's values.

6. Learning and Personal Development

One of the primary activities in a lodge is learning. This can be through formal lectures, discussions, or
the study of Masonic symbols and rituals. Many lodges have a library or resources for members to explore
Masonic history and teachings.

7. Fellowship and Socializing

After formal meetings, lodges often have a time for fellowship, known as the "festive board" or "harmony."
This is a more informal and social aspect of lodge life, where members share meals, stories, and
camaraderie.

8. Community Involvement

Many lodge meetings involve planning or discussing charitable activities and community service.
Freemasonry emphasizes contributing to the welfare of society, and this is reflected in the lodge's
involvement in various philanthropic efforts.

In summary, a Masonic lodge is a place of tradition, learning, brotherhood, and service. Whether you're a
newcomer or a long-standing member, the lodge offers a unique environment for personal and moral
development, deepening one's understanding of Masonic principles and contributing to the community.

Page 10



